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Plans For Gloucester's Runways 

Electronic Conspicuity devices for BAC 

Examination Price Increase to cover CAA Charges 
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Hi all, 

 

By the time you read this the clocks will have changed and we'll be into winter 

airfield hours. ET is a little delayed on its annual, more about that below. This 

now means that all three aircraft have their annuals firmly in the quieter parts of 

the year. we've had an excellent couple of months which have seen many new 

members join us. I really hope you are enjoying the club and thanks to the 

many offers of help we have had over the last few weeks. Steve Moore, Paul 



Male and Andy Clarke have now joined the committee, each bringing their own 

unique skills to the club. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

November 22nd Deadline is approaching 

Notwithstanding any subsequent changes later in the month could everyone 

please check their ratings / extensions as the 22nd of November is the current 

extension deadline. You cannot fly on an extension after that.  

 

The CAA has produced ORS4 no 1418 which allows some leeway in the 

revalidation requirements until 30th April 2021. There is a table in the document 

which gives reduced revalidation requirements depending on what you have 

already achieved in the last 12 months. 

 

  

 

https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=dde7596db6&e=d1e6404c25


 

 

 

 

Gloucester Airport - The Future 

A couple of weeks ago I attended a meeting about the future of the airport. The 

bottom line is we are heading for some periods of major work on the airfield. All 

the paved surfaces of the airfield are in poor condition and there is actually no 

record of the runways ever having been resurfaced! Over and above all this is 

the creation of a business park that will sit in between the two industrial areas to 

the North of the airport. (On the threshold / approach of 36/18). 

  

The proposal is 

 

Phase 1  Permanent Closure of 36/18 to put plant site at 18 threshold for 

contractors 

Make repairs to 04/22 and reopen it 

This would largely be done overnight with a duration of 4-6 weeks 

 

 



Phase 2  Closure of 09/27 for resurfacing - resurfacing of runway from 22 

intersection to 09 threshold . Rebuilding and restructuring of runway from 22 

intersection to 27 end of tarmac 

This is the major phase. Only 04/22 available. Duration of 4 - 6 months work 

daytime and some overnight work. 

 

Phase 3   27/22 intersection resurfacing plus southern part of old RW18/36 

turned into new taxiway ’S’. 

This would be overnight duration 2 months. 

 

 

Currently the shareholders, (The two councils), have put a hold on the funds for 

due diligence but they expect them to be released in the next month or so. The 

work then goes out to bids so no real estimate as to when it would start. It was 

pointed out that during phase 2 there would be no night flying ability and it 

seemed that they hadn’t thought of this! I don’t think anyone who flies is 

involved in the decision making! There was talk of putting temporary lights on 

04/22 but I’m sure its not as simple as that. 

 

The other possibility is a complete closure of the airport for 4 months to get it 

done in one go. 

 

I hope that the complete closure doesn't happen as the phased approach 

shouldn't impact on us too much. More news as and when we get it...... 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

Electronic Conspicuity Devices 

The CAA recently announced funding for a rebate of up to £250 / 50% of the 

cost of certain conspicuity devices. This is available to individual pilots, not 

organisations. There are relevant links below covering the background and the 

different options available. David Goodwin kindly set about researching the 

various options and we came to the conclusion that the SkyEcho2 unit suited 

our needs best. Three of us have volunteered to purchase them for the club 

and claim the rebate. As most of you use some form of moving map display you 

will be able to take advantage of it. For those of you who don't use them, the 

device will be transmitting your position (Via ADSB out) to other aircraft / 

ground stations. The unit also boasts an aviation certified GPS which you can 

wirelessly connect to your mobile device. (XW already has ADSB out fitted). 

Our hope is to get them permanently mounted in the aircraft, expect to see 

them appear mid November. Having used one of these for the first time recently 

I was very impressed. It was really useful in the Gloucester circuit. One of the 

big bonuses for me is being able to see FLARM, the glider conspicuity system. 

(You do need a £30 annual subscription for that). Obviously they won't pick 

everything up and a good lookout is still essential but, as a famous supermarket 



chain says, "Every little helps". 

 

CAA Scheme and Background Information on Conspicuity Devices  - If you 

don't know much about this subject this will help..... 

 

SkyEcho 2 Manufacturers Website 

 

  

 

 

 

Avoiding Uckington 

 

As I write this update the airport has issued a notice about an increase of noise 

complaints from this village. It looks to me that it has been caused by the large 

amounts of traffic being asked to extend downwind and being wider than they 

should be.  I've put two images of the village and an image of the standard 

RW09/27 circuit pattern, (Red line). As you can see if you are just 

outside Staverton village tracking downwind you should be well South of 

Uckington if asked to extend. 

https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=0376ac7e44&e=d1e6404c25
https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=d41472cfc1&e=d1e6404c25




 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Archived CFI Update E-mails Now Available on Club Website 

If you're ever looking for one of my old e-mails for reference, we have now 

started an archive section in the members area of the club website. I've only 

gone back as far as the Summer as the lockdown ones were very time specific. 

Each e-mail is saved as a PDF and has a summary of the content by it. Hope 



that helps when you've got a burning question.Thanks to James Golding for 

setting this up for me. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ET Annual Update 

As you will have noticed if you had a booking on ET in November, her annual 

downtime has been extended. The reason behind this is Pete, our engineer, 

uncovered an airworthiness directive that hadn't been completed by the 

company that overhauled her engine. Pete contacted the company and has 

ensured that they rectify this with no extra cost to us. The consequence is that 

they may have to take the engine away to complete it. They are visiting Pure 

Aviation on Monday in the hope that they can complete the work onsite. The 

good news from the rest of the annual inspection is that there are no major 

issues. So, the bottom line is we may get her back in sooner and we should 



know on Monday. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Operations Manual Issue 7 and Club Checklist V8 

I've just completed amending the operations manual and it will hit the streets 

very soon. There will be a paper copy in the club and a PDF version available in 

the members area of the website. I've produced an Amendment Notice which 

covers the changes. This will be displayed in the club on the notice board with 

the other amendment notices. Overall there is nothing major, just updates to 

https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=edae936eb5&e=d1e6404c25


reflect current procedures.  

 

Our current manual is based on a CAA template that we were going to have to 

use until legislation changed. My wish is to completely rewrite it into a more 

user friendly format, something I shall undertake over the winter. 

 

 

There are now some club checklist available for purchase in the safe. They are 

£8 each in the Open Flyers shop area. Only buy one once you have your hands 

on it! Any of the instructors or myself have access to the safe. (White copies for 

purchase, yellow copies are for the aircraft). 

 

  

 

 

 

Notices and Aircraft Status on Open Flyers 

On the Open Flyers log in screen on the right is an area where we can put 

notices. To try and keep you better informed we're going to display each 

aircraft's status on there. This will only have major items that might influence 

your choice of aircraft. ie Nav lights U/S so no night flying. Also when an aircraft 

is grounded we'll add the reason why and, if possible an estimate for its return 

to service.It's quite easy to click past it and miss the information on there. The 

messages are repeated in the top lefthand corner of the booking screen, we're 

hoping to get Open Flyers to modify this so this screen comes up after you log 

in and you have to click through it to get to the booking screen. 

 

 

  

 



 

  

Examination Fee Increase 1st Dec 2020 

With effect from 1st December the examination fee will increase from £20 to 

£30 per exam. The reason for this is the CAA now charge the club £10 to set an 

exam. As we set our exam fees to cover student paperwork, training equipment 

and the fee for my Ground examiner certificate, (Which I can only use at BAC), 



 

we need to pass that cost on. I'm sure you'll all understand. I felt it fair to give a 

months grace on this, so why not get some of the ground examinations done in 

November. 

 

  

 

 

Quite a lot in this month again,  I hope you all find them useful and they answer 

some burning questions and maybe spark some conversation! As ever, please 

feedback anything to me. Guidance on lockdown soon! 

 

 

 

John Sorsby 

 

Head of Training 

 

 

 

 


