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Hi everyone, 

It's great to be writing this after an extremely successful September of flying. 

We saw a club aircraft go overseas for the first time since lockdown, (Well done 

Gemma!) and our first "First solo" in G-ONET, well done Harry! We've actually 

flown over 100 hours which is probably a September record! We had a great 

example of club teamwork yesterday. Andy Clarke has been attempting to 

complete his qualifying cross country for a number of weeks. After another 

weather scrub at the weekend, instructor Caz identified a weather window on 

Tuesday. She had to work but Steve Moore offered to come in to cover. Andy 

was training on XW and Paul Lee kindly swapped onto ET so Andy could use it. 

Then a stall Warner issue re occurred on XW. Russ Green came in early and 

flew XW over to Croft Farm where they swapped the vane with SJ’s , (It’s 

currently on it’s 150hr service). All that coupled with the weather being slow to 

https://mailchi.mp/ab2b303042e8/october-cfi-update?e=d1e6404c25


clear mean't Andy was running late so Andrew Hall had to delay his flight. To 

say Andy was elated when he completed his flight is an understatement. Well 

done Andy and everyone else. I think days like that demonstrate the qualities 

that define our club. Fingers crossed we can keep this flying rate going through 

October. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

Cost Sharing Websites - Wingly, The Ginger PPL etc 

When these started springing up a couple of years ago we decided as a club 

that they were not in keeping with our club aims and ethos. To this end I firstly 

need to apologise to new members. After my e-mail on the subject two years 

ago I intended to add it to the operations manual, but it slipped through the net. 



I'm currently updating it, so it will go in this month. It was brought to my 

attention that our aircraft had popped up on these sites recently. 

An inappropriate photograph attracted some adverse comment, not the sort of 

thing any of you would want I'm sure.  

Whilst I applaud any efforts to keep flying costs down I still feel there are too 

many grey areas around this kind of operation. There is a myth that the CAA 

encourage it, they don't. There is nothing illegal about cost sharing a private 

flight so the CAA felt duty bound to offer advice and warnings to pilots. Here is 

a link to the CAA guidance  Please do take friends and family along and by all 

means share the costs, we are very happy for that. However, if you look at the 

example above from Wingly it offers a "Gift experience". When you bring your 

cost sharing passengers along they become temporary members of Bristol 

Aero Club, we have no connection to Wingly. If, God forbid, there was an 

incident, Wingly would direct the relatives wanting answers to us. The 

insurance situation is still grey as well in these circumstances.  

I totally sympathise with those of you who are trying to keep current after 

spending out thousands on commercial licences. A far more productive way to 

keep costs down is to share flights with other pilots. Learn from each other, visit 

other airfields. You will get far more from that than flying to the Severn bridges 

and back. You can advertise your booking on our Facebook page or on the 

noticeboard in the club.I hope that clarifies the situation. 
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Estimated Flight Time in Open Flyers 

Quite often people over estimate how much flying they are going to do in their 

slot. Of course things can change on the day due to weather etc, but a realistic 

estimate really helps with Russ's aircraft servicing planning. Remember this is 

just flight time so, as in the example above, a typical flight time to Turweston 

would typically be about 30 mins so an estimate of 1:00 for the whole booking. 

Ultimately this can save us money by not having aircraft having to go in for a 

large service with hours left that we effectively lose. This is especially critical in 

the final days running up to a service, Russ can often shift them by a day or so 

if we see there are still hours to burn. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

 

 

Club Aircraft Checklist Version 8 

This will be hitting the streets in a couple of weeks. There are no major 

changes, headlines are... 

  

• Expansion on what to check in the documents folder 



• Removal of reference to Alternate static source in XW - This has been 

removed post G5 fit. 

• Guidance on where to enter, (Start), the checklist - I often see confusion 

with this, the full A check only needs to be done on the first flight of the 

day. 

• Updates to useful frequencies on the back page. 

• Aircraft copies made more conspicuous - Coloured cover and aircraft 

copy annotated on the bottom of each page. 

I shall get a batch printed and they will be stored in the safe in the club. I shall 

put a post on the club Facebook site when I have them. If you want one please 

contact myself or see an instructor on the day. You can purchase them through 

Open Flyers. It's  available now in the members area on the club website to 

download for free.  

 

We lose checklists from the aircraft pretty much weekly. Hopefully my latest 

efforts will make it blatantly obvious that you are removing an aircraft checklist. 

If you get back to the club and find you have one on your person, please return 

it to the aircraft there and then, leaving it on the tech log rarely sees it 

repatriated to the aircraft!   

 

Many thanks. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

In Flight Checks (FREDA) 

Most people regularly do these, but how effectively do we do it? I can 

guarantee all of our instructors have watched a FREDA check where the pilot is 

calling out the items but not effectively checking them. (I know I've done it in the 

past!). 

 

FUEL - Check contents - We know the gauges aren't great but they will give a 

broad brush indication of contents getting low. Verbalise what tank you are on, 

when you'll next change tanks and how much fuel you estimate to be 

remaining. 

 

RADIO - Who are we currently talking to?, Have we heard anything on the radio 

recently? (Comms fail?). When do we need to make our next call? Dial up the 

next frequency 

 

ENGINE - Ts and Ps in the green, (Oil temp may be high top of climb on a hot 

day, note the temperature and monitor). Ammeter - Is the alternator charging?, 

is the reading what you expect? Carb heat - note the RPM before you apply it, 



does it restore to the same RPM? If the post heat RPM is higher you might 

have picked up some carb ice. Suction - is the reading in limits? 

 

DI - Sync to compass - am I in straight and level flight first? How much has it 

drifted? Do I need to modify my heading? 

 

ALTIMETER - Am I on the correct pressure setting? Think controlled airspace / 

terrain. Always be on the pressure setting any controlled airspace around you is 

based on. Is my altitude correct? Will I need to change it soon, if so when and 

what is my trigger? 

 

 

There are many things that a thorough FREDA check can pick up - a failing 

alternator, vac pump, a potential airspace infringement / navigational error. Next 

time you fly examine how effective yours is. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pilot Recency (Currency) Requirements 

With us welcoming many new members to the club this year I thought it worth 

flagging up the club recency requirements. These are all in the operations 

manual but put simply these are: 

  

• A Student pilot must have flown in the last 14 days to fly solo 

• If you have less than 50hrs P1 you must have flown a PA28 in the last 6 

weeks 

• If you have more than 50hrs P1 you must have flown any SEP aircraft in 

the last 2 months. 

Flying in non club aircraft does count for this. Remember we also have weather 

limitations for less experienced pilots as well. A few years ago I produced a 

quick reference guide for qualified pilots. I've put a link to it below. It contains 

relevant extracts from the ops manual. 



 

Pilot Quick Reference Guide 

 

  

 

  

 

The Personal Locator Beacon 

Located in the back pocket of each aircraft, as you all know is the PLB. Its now 

an EASA requirement that we carry one for most flights. I thought it might be 

interesting to provide a bit of background information on the little yellow box that 

hides behind the seat! 

  

https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=79d782acbf&e=d1e6404c25


 

 

How does it work? 

On activation the PLB transmits a 406Mhz signal that is picked up by the 

Cospas SARSAT satellite system. This then transmits the information to a 

ground station. Our PLBs also have GPS built in so they will transmit a very 

accurate position. Additionally the unit transmits a low powered homing signal 

on 121.5 which the SAR assets will use to ultimately locate you. 

 

Unlike built in aircraft emergency location transmitters (ELT) they don't activate 

automatically. You have to activate them. To this end it's probably worth 

attaching it to yourself when flying over water. 

 

How to activate the PLB 

 

In the video they mention that you should test it once a month. Adam Knights, 

who updates our aircraft navigation databases, does this so there is no need for 

you to unless you are about to fly over water for extended periods. 

 

I hope that is of use and interest. 

 

  

 

https://bristolaeroclub.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae&id=64bfcb003e&e=d1e6404c25


 

 

Next month I'll be putting out the updated operations manual. Again no major 

changes, just updates to align it with our current policies and procedures. I 

hope you all manage to get some flying in this autumn and, as always, keep the 

feedback coming. 

 

 

 

John Sorsby 

 

Head of Training 
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