
Hi everyone, 
As we have quite a few new members I thought I'd cover a few extra points this month. To any of 
you reading my update for the first time, welcome to the club! I try to update you all with the 
latest happenings around the club, any changes that are afoot and the odd in depth look at a 
chosen subject. On that final note if there is a subject you'd like me to cover please don't hesitate 
to contact me. 
  

Headlines 

• New Oil kits and storage procedures 

• Gloucester Runway plans 

• New refuelling policy 

• Revised revalidation requirements for SEP Rating due Covid 
alleviations 

• Guidance on club procedures for qualified pilots 

Warnings for students  

• PPL Exams  should go electronic in October no exact date yet 
but its getting close. 

• The window to complete your examinations goes back to 18 
months on 18 Sep 20. 

  

Welcome back instructor Steve Moore! 
 



  

 
Many of you will remember Steve from our Kemble days. since he left us Steve has flown the 
Dash 8 with Flybe and moved onto the 747 with British Airways. Steve is currently renewing his 
instructor rating and will imminently be rejoining our team of instructors. I'm sure you'll all join me 
in welcoming him back to the fold, Steve was always a very popular instructor. 
 
Welcome home Steve......! 
 
A quick update on instructor Paul Jones, he underwent an operation last week and is now in his 
three month recovery phase. I know Paul is chomping at the bit to get back so expect to see him 
around the club soon, we're all thinking of you Paul! 

 
 
 



 

 



 
 
  

Oil and Aircraft Cleaning Materials 
Chris Caithness very kindly moved our equipment locker from hangar 21 into our current hangar 
the other day, many thanks Chris. I have had some keys cut and you will now find a brown 
covered key on each aircraft key set. This key opens the locker. In there you will find the 
cleaning materials, life rafts, and spare oil etc. Each aircraft now has an oil box with a funnel, 
cloth and spare oil. 

• If you use the oil in the aircraft please replace the empty bottle with one from the locker 
• Please message Russ Green " OIL"  if the oil stocks are low in the locker. (Number on 

checklist). 
• Make sure the locker is locked when you leave it. 
• We now use W80plus oil (red Bottles), in all the aircraft. It's fine to use the old W80 that 

is in SJ's box until it runs out, (It's compatible). 

I'd also like to thank James Golding, Joe Tuffin and Jonathan Grief for washing XW the other 
week! It would be great if someone would like to volunteer to organise regular aircraft cleans with 
maybe a drink afterwards? 



 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
  

Runway Plans at Gloucester 
After a number of months of just having RW27/09 we now have RW18/36 back in operation. It 
was great to see a busy days flying the other day despite a strong southerly wind! This is just 
temporary until RW04/22 is back in action. After that RW18/36 will permanently close and an 
industrial estate will be built at the northern end joining the two industrial areas in the foreground 
of the photo above. 
  

 



 
  

Revised refuelling Procedures 
Sorry, couldn't resist an opportunity to use an old VC10 pic! Sadly we aren't introducing air to air 
refuelling! 
 
Andrew Hall came up with a great suggestion regarding how much fuel we put in the aircraft. 
(Andrew - I've elaborated on your original suggestion!). 
 
As you all will no doubt have experienced the pumps get very busy at Glos from time to time. To 
mitigate delays we are going to adopt the policy below. 

• If the aircraft fuel level post flight is more than  2 inches / 5 cm below tabs - Please 
refuel 

Unless specifically requested by the next pilot.... 

• Refuel ET or SJ to Full tanks 
• Refuel XW to Full in one tank and tabs in the other 

 
This should help at busy times and reduce the amount of daily refuels taking place. It follows on 
of course that you should warn the previous pilot to your booking if you don't want that amount of 
fuel in the aircraft. I'm going to start my annual amendment of the operations manual in 
September so I will incorporate this then.... 
  
  

 
 
 
  



 
  

 

The Single Engine Piston Class Rating and how long it's valid for 
Quite often I find there is some confusion over this. First of all your licence is valid for life. Just 
like your car driving licence has groups of vehicles you can drive,  you have ratings that allow 
you to fly different types or classes of aircraft. You can have more than one.  Our PA28s are in 
the Single Engine Piston (Land) class and that is what you will see on the ratings page of your 
licence. This class rating is valid for 24 months. You will see an expiry date in your licence.  
 
To revalidate your licence you need to either 
  

• In the last 12 months of validity of your rating. Fly 12 hours, 6 of which must be P1, 
complete 12 take-offs and landings and fly a total of 1 hour dual with an instructor. (This 
final requirement can be met by any flight in any type with a CAA examiner). 

or 

• Fly a proficiency check with an examiner 

 
If you don't get the hours or miss the revalidation date you need to renew your rating by flying a 
proficiency check with an examiner.  
 
In your licence you should see the type of licence you have and the ratings that are included with 
it as below. I've used my licence and underlined the parts relevant to PPL flying with an SE 
Piston Class Rating. 
 



 
 
 
 
Here is the revalidation part, note the expiry date of the  Single Engine Piston Rating, SEP 
(Land),  highlighted with the red arrows. 
 

 
 
 
This is the date you need to monitor and enter into Open Flyers along with your medical expiry 
date. 
 



This is under data / validities (Marked in green) 
 
If you need to add any ratings use the drop down menu (Boxed in blue) 
 

 
 
LAPL Holders... 
If you are a LAPL holder you will see the rating in the ratings area but you won't have a rating in 
the certificate of revalidation page as you have a 24 month rolling rating.  Every time you fly 
you need to count back 24 months and see  
  

1. At least 12 hours flight time as PIC, including 12 take-offs and landings; and 
2. Refresher training of at least 1 hour of total flight time with an instructor. 

If you do not meet these requirements you will need to: 

1. Complete a proficiency check with an examiner before you exercise the privileges of the 
licence; or 

2. Complete the additional flight time or take-offs and landings to meet the requirements 
above, flying dual or solo, under the supervision of an instructor. 

  

 
  



 
 

Covid 19 extensions to ratings and mitigation measures 
Most of you will now be aware of the extensions that were brought in by the CAA allowing 
anyone who's rating was due to expire before 31 Oct 2020 to extend it until 22 Nov 
2020. (Remember you must follow the procedure for this before your rating expires.) 
 
Important, please read if you are getting near your revalidation date..! 
The CAA have now issued ORS4 1416 which modifies the revalidation by experience 
requirements until 30 April 2021. There is a guidance document for it here . If you haven't got 
your 12hrs etc have a look at this document and see what you need to do to complete the hours, 
it depends on how much you have already achieved..... 
 
I've updated my Covid 19 Guide to ratings document to reflect the latest guidance, please have a 
read through. 
 
  

 

https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=9733
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1416.pdf
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=9733
https://mcusercontent.com/85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae/files/85456338-e5d1-4496-863f-d1dfc7cb15c8/BAC_Covid_19_Ratings_Guide_V2.02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae/files/9fb4b6ab-1b91-458b-81eb-9eb62ee2ff03/BAC_Covid_19_Ratings_Guide_V2.01.pdf


 
 
  

Club procedures for qualified pilots 
If you're a seasoned club member there probably isn't much new here but I thought I'd highlight 
some items for our newer members. 
 
 operational quick reference guide I produced this a few years ago, it highlights the main areas of 
interest in the operations manual to qualified pilots and admin procedures for passengers. 
 
The members area on the club website has many useful documents and links 
 
Password is the same as the club wifi. Please txt me if you need a reminder 
 
  

https://mcusercontent.com/85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae/files/53787eb4-c778-4e98-8aaa-ff1eac937b5e/Pilots_Operational_Quick_Reference_Guide.01.pdf
https://www.bristolaeroclub.co.uk/members/


    

    



 
  
If you plan to fly IFR we have an Airbox Plates subscription. These plates are made very simple, 
just showing the lower speed category data that we use. You can print individual ones off or 
download the lot to your iPad. Just remember to check they are up to date when you use them! 
 
Username - bristolaeroclub 
Password - same as wifi 
 
 
Return to flight videos - I produced these over the lockdown period. 
 
Part 1- This covers Glos procedures, tech log procedures and a few RT Items 
 
Part 2 - This covers some emergency and non normal procedures 
 
Threat and Error Management - My take on how we can adapt some of the multi pilot techniques 
we use in the aviation industry. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
Well I think that is quite enough for one month. I hope the content is of use to everyone and 
fingers crossed the weather improves. I feel the club is now all set for a great autumn if the 
weather allows! as always thanks to everyone that has shown patience and flexibility over these 
disruptive times. Please stay safe and keep vigilant. As we are a relatively small club we've taken 
a pragmatic approach to Covid -19 precautions, the club risk assessment is here should you 
wish to read it.  
 
Until next time........ 

 

https://airboxplates.com/plates/index.html
https://youtu.be/tESAS0udIMA
https://youtu.be/yVNSeqVVqbA
https://youtu.be/9sFoUCKmyD4
https://mcusercontent.com/85499bf7928a269a06cc025ae/files/f494c272-d380-4601-87bd-720d5db9ecfb/BAC_SA_006_v2_RiskAssesment_for_Covid_19.pdf

